
WORK SESSION 
MAY 14, 2018 

 
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session 
on Monday, May 14, 2018, beginning at 3 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames 
Barnett presided. 
 
Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Scarborough and Tutt.   
Council member Mahoney was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk 
Danner and City Attorney Fleming. 
 
Visitors present included Hilda Wright, Charles Wagner, Kendra Dill, Charles Jackson, Mildred Hackney, 
Robbie Hardigree, Jack Heard, Roger Harper, Penny Warren, Loretta Fanning, Jeanelle Ashmore, Annie R. 
Wilkinson and Sparky Newsome of the News Reporter. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that work on the Fire Station has begun with prison 
labor, which will mean that the project will progress at a slower rate.  Wilkes County assisted the project 
by tearing down the previous living quarters.  The City expects to receive a billing from the County for 
use of equipment in the tear down. 
 
Mayor Barnett updated those present on the community garden at the Gordon Street School location.  
There are currently some 17 plots that have been assigned.  Seeds and plants were donated.  The URA is 
planning to plant some summer flowers in the garden. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES:   City Administrator Bailey reminded council that the MEAG Annual 
meeting information was distributed to council and that she would like those returned to her by 
meeting’s end so that reservations may be made promptly. 
 
Bailey advised that field work on the city’s annual audit has been completed with an expected report to 
council at the August meeting.  Overall, the 2017 budget year ended on a positive note, with the first full 
year of the water and wastewater treatment plants back under city operation having a positive impact 
on the city’s budget. 
 
Bailey reported a request from long time city employee, Marion Bell, to extend his health insurance 
coverage through June 30, 2018, with his Medicare coverage to begin on July 1, 2018. 
 
Bailey reminded council that a listing of proposed license fees and permit fees associated with the beer, 
wine and distilled spirits licenses were included in the council packets for council action.  There will be 
no increase in current license fees. 
 
Bailey reported that the MEAG voting and alternate voting delegates need to be addressed during the 
regular meeting.  Currently the City Administrator and Council member Scarborough is the voting and 
alternate delegate. 
 
Bailey also discussed the proposed 2018 budget amendment, which was included in the council packets, 
to move the Mechanic Shop budget out of the current Public Works budget. 
 
Bailey also reminded council that the Annual MEAG meeting will again conflict with the July meeting 
dates.  In years past, the July meeting has been cancelled to allow for Mayor and Council to attend the 
MEAG meeting. 
 
ATTORNEY’S TOPICS:  City Attorney Fleming reviewed with council, proposed changes to City Ordinance, 
Chapter 2-234 which will govern the construction of buildings to be used in the selling of fireworks. 
 
Fleming reviewed with council the proposed change to City Ordinance Chapter 2-12, which will make to 
ordinance on meeting agenda consistent on two day notice timeframe. 
 
Fleming reviewed with council proposed changes to the City Ordinance Chapter 2-161 for procurement 
of goods and buildings.  Items less than $10,000 will be handled through careful budgeting work; items 
$10,000 to $50,000 will require three (3) quotes; and, items over $50,000 will be by sealed bids. 
 
Fleming also reviewed with council the proposed Ethics Ordinance change for Chapter 2-234 which will 
establish an ethics panel of three attorneys, with five or more years in government experience, to be 
used on a rotating basis.   



COUNCIL REPORTS:   
Council member Scarborough advised that the air conditioning of the Parks and Recreation gym will 
begin this week with the facility being closed next week to allow for the completion of the duct work.  
Scarborough advised that summer camp will be June 4 through July 12. 
 
It was also noted that SPLOST funds not spent on the upgraded lighting will go toward the air 
conditioning project. 
 
Council member Cullars asked about the installation of a crosswalk from the Parks and Recreation across 
McLendon Drive to the Booker Park pool.  Cullars remarked that it would be helpful if crosswalk could 
be installed prior to the Parks and Recreation Summer Camp. 
 
Council member Cullars and area resident Roger Harper advised council on the poor quality of work 
done by Beam Construction on the Sewer Rehab Project in the Skull Shoals area project.  Of major 
concern, was the condition of the patching of roads in the project  area.  Cullars asked that City Attorney 
review the wording in the contract which specifies the condition and/or detail of street repair. 
 
Work Session adjourned at 3:36 PM. 
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